Aortic dissection complicating cardiac surgery: diagnosis by intraoperative biplane transesophageal echocardiography.
Aortic dissection is a rare but devastating complication of cardiopulmonary bypass. Intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography can be a useful technique to define the anatomy of the dissection, to evaluate its extension and progression, and to detect the presence of aortic insufficiency. We describe two cases in which transesophageal echocardiography helped in making a rapid diagnosis of aortic dissection during cardiac surgery and demonstrate how it may play a role in therapeutic decision making.